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Curbside recycling and automated trash collection     
are being considered by Lakewood city officials. If the city council were to 
adopt current proposals, curbside recycling and automated collection 

would change how trash is picked up and how 
greenwaste and recyclables are collected. 
 
Any change in trash collection and recycling 
would affect just about every Lakewood 
household.  
 
How might curbside recycling and automated 
collection affect you, if current proposals were 
adopted by the city council?  
 
 
Doesn’t Lakewood recycle trash already? 

 We do. Lakewood participates in the Southeast Resource Recovery Facility (SERRF) on 
Terminal Island. The SERRF plant transforms about 67 percent of Lakewood's trash into 
electrical energy and reduces the trash volume by 90 percent. Even the resulting ash from 
Lakewood’s trash is reused. It becomes roadbed material at the county landfill. 
 In addition, about 33 percent of the Lakewood waste stream is taken to a materials recovery 
facility (MRF) where the trash is culled for both recyclables and greenwaste. About 50 percent of 
the Lakewood trash sent to the MRF ends up being recycled. 
 Also, Lakewood’s network for household recycling has been assisting voluntary recyclers 
since 1993. Voluntary recycling includes the city’s greenwaste drop-off events, the promotion of 
drop-off and buy-back centers, participation in county-sponsored hazardous waste roundups, the 
distribution of used oil and battery collection kits, and help with “sharps” disposal. 
 
Why propose a change in recycling and trash collection now? 
 Recycling and trash collection in Lakewood could be more convenient, more efficient, and 
even more environmentally responsible with curbside recycling and automated trash collection. 
Lakewood’s “green goals” place greater emphasis on reducing the volume of the city’s waste 
stream and recycling and reusing even more of our discards. State regulators may set even higher 
goals for the diversion of household waste from landfilling. 
 Curbside recycling and automated trash collection would make Lakewood a more sustainable 
community. 
 
What are Lakewood’s recycling and trash collection options? 
 City officials are considering curbside recycling and automated trash collection. Under the 
current proposal, residents would be asked to separate their recyclables into a rolling cart for 
curbside collection by an automated truck. Regular trash would go into a second rolling cart for 
automated collection. Lawn clippings and other greenwaste would go into the resident’s own 
trash cans for manual collection by the city’s trash hauler. 
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Would residential trash bills increase? 
 Best of all, the goal of curbside recycling and automated trash collection can be reached 
today without any additional costs to residents. Residential trash collection rates would not 
increase as a result of automated recycling and trash collection. Nor is the city council 
considering any rate increase due to Consumer Price Index fluctuations in the coming fiscal year. 
 
How would trash be collected? 
 Like systems used in many other 
communities, EDCO (the city’s trash 
collection contractor) would supply 
separate carts for recyclables and other 
trash. Recyclables would be co-mingled 
in one, smaller cart (right). Regular 
trash would go into a separate, larger 
cart. 
 Greenwaste would go into the 
resident’s own trash cans. 
 A new generation of automated 
trucks running on clean-burning natural 
gas would empty the recycling and trash 
carts. Greenwaste would be collected 
manually and taken to a composting or 
recycling facility. 
 
How many carts would each 
resident receive and what size 
would they be? 
 The proposal calls for wheeled 
carts. Each resident would receive a 65-
gallon cart for recyclables and a 95-
gallon trash cart.  
 
What if I couldn’t fit a 95-gallon 
cart through my gate? 
 Smaller cart sizes are available if the proposed sizes wouldn’t fit through your gate or if they 
would be too heavy for you to push to the curb. Both carts come in 35-gallon and 65-gallon 
sizes. 
 
Would Lakewood residents be charged for the carts? 
 No. The carts would be furnished by the city’s trash collection contractor. 
 
What if I have more recyclables than will fit in the cart provided? 
 EDCO will provide additional recycling carts at no charge for households generating more 
recyclables than would fit in one cart. 
 
What would I put in the recycling cart? 
 You would recycle newspapers, junk mail, wrapping paper, cardboard, aluminum and steel 
cans, aerosol cans, glass and plastic bottles, and milk and detergent jugs. 
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 EDCO has a complete list of recyclable materials on its website along with helpful tips on 
recycling: http://www.edcodisposal.com/recycling. 
 
What if I have more trash than will fit in the 95-gallon cart? 
 That’s unlikely. If you separate your recyclables and greenwaste from your trash, you’ll 
probably find that there will be enough room in the 95-gallon trash cart for all your regular trash. 
 Should you find that you are generating more trash than will fit in your cart, you would be 
able to request another trash cart at an additional fee of $3.50 per month. 
 
Why would greenwaste be collected in my own cans? 
 Manual collection of greenwaste would allow Lakewood residents to dispose of an unlimited 

amount of yard and lawn clippings. 
 Also, manual loading of 
greenwaste reduces the possibility of 
mixing in other trash. The driver 
would be able to see what is in your 
cans before dumping them. If a load 
of greenwaste is contaminated with 
other trash, it would be rejected at the 
recycling or composting facility. 
 
How many trucks would visit 
my home each week? 
 Three trucks would pass your 

home each week: one each for regular trash, recyclables, and greenwaste. The recycling and 
greenwaste trucks would stop only if you placed your recycling cart or greenwaste at the curb. In 
smaller households, if you didn’t fill your recycling cart each week, you could choose to wheel it 
to the curb every other week. Similarly, during the winter, you may not generate enough 
greenwaste to take your cans to the curb each week. 
 
Would EDCO need new trucks for automated collection? 
 EDCO plans to buy new trucks for the automated collection of recyclables and trash. The 
new trucks would run on natural gas. Greenwaste collection, since it would remain as manual 
collection, would use EDCO’s existing, front-loading trucks. 
 
What time of day would the collection trucks pass my home? 
 You probably have been accustomed to a single collection truck arriving around the same 
time each week. Under the current proposal, the collection of recyclables, regular trash, and 
greenwaste would require three trucks. 
 The trucks would be traveling through their routes at different rates, depending upon the 
number of carts or cans they must empty, which can vary from week to week. Each truck would 
probably come at different times each week. 
 
Would my collection day change, and would the street sweeping schedule be 
affected? 
 Your trash collection and street sweeping days should remain the same under the current 
proposal. But EDCO would be changing a few collection routes. Minor changes to the schedule 
could affect about six percent of Lakewood’s 27,000 residences. 
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What would happen if I didn’t separate my recyclables and greenwaste from my 
trash? 
 If you put all your materials together in the trash cart, they would be collected and disposed 
as trash. There are no fines or penalties for failing to separate your recyclables or greenwaste 
from the trash. 
 If you put trash in the recycling cart or in your greenwaste cans, you may contaminate the 
entire load of recyclables or greenwaste, costing the city additional dumping fees. 
 
Would the Dial-A-Dump program for bulky items end? 
 EDCO would continue to the Dial-A-Dump program that collects bulky items such as 
upholstered furniture, household electronics, and large appliances. 
 
Will there still be a periodic greenwaste drop-off program at Arbor Yard? 
 Since greenwaste would be collected at the curb, the city’s greenwaste collection events 
would be discontinued. 
 
Can I still take my cans and bottles to a recycling center to redeem them for the 
redemption value? 
 Your cans and bottles are yours until you place them at the curb for collection. You can 
collect the CRV on your cans and bottles yourself by taking them to a recycling drop-off and buy 
back center. 
 
What would be done to deal with scavengers? 
 We’re concerned about scavengers who may go through the trash or recycling carts looking 
for saleable materials. We realize that there are scavengers working in the city now who can be 
elusive, and sometimes messy. 
 If curbside recycling is adopted, the city would develop an enforcement program to 
discourage and, if necessary, prosecute scavengers. 
 
Will Lakewood’s trash still be delivered to South East Resource Recovery Facility 
(SERRF) waste-to-energy plant? 
 Lakewood is committed to deliver a minimum of 10 percent of the city’s waste stream to 
SERRF. 
 
Will the City be using any other disposal or recycling facilities? 
 EDCO would process recyclables at a materials recovery facility and take greenwaste to 
composting and recycling facilities. Eventually, EDCO’s own transfer and recycling facility 
would process the city’s recyclables. Some portion of the city’s trash also would be landfilled. 
 
Call or e-mail Lakewood’s customer service staff if you have any questions or comments on this 
topic, 562-866-9771, extension 2140. 
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